Groups give FBI 
data on foes of 
US Latin policies 

By Roa 8 Gflbspan 
Globe Staff 

The FBI has used a network of private right-wing 
groups to gather Intelligence on Reagan administra¬ 
tion critics. Including names and addresses of activ¬ 
ists and donors as well as organizational data on 
groups opposed to Reagan's Central America poli¬ 
cies. 

The bureau's network of private Informants In¬ 
cludes local police and police Informants who provide 
material to John Rees, a Baltimore-based conserva¬ 
tive journalist. who passes the material along to the 
FBI. according to do^ments obtained by the Globe 

In addition, the FBI has received similar material! 
from right-wing Central Americans Inside the United 
States, members of Rev. Sun Myung Moon's organi¬ 
zation and other conservative political groups, ac¬ 
cording to congressional observers. a former FBI em¬ 
ployee. Central America activists, and attorneys fa¬ 
miliar with hundreds of reported Instances of sur¬ 
veillance. harassment and break-ins at sanctuary 
churches and offices of groups concerned with Cen¬ 
tral America. 

The FBI has also used what critics call Ideological¬ 
ly skewed Intelligence material from some of the 
right-wing groups to justify Its Investigation of the 
Committee In Solidarity with the People of El Salva¬ 
dor (CISPCS) and other opponents of administration 
policies. 

"It’s one thing for the government to privatize the 
Weather Service, but It's quite another to privatize 
the state's police functions. This Is an extremely seri¬ 
ous practice which Indicates a step on the road to 
fascism." said Michael Ratner. legal director of the 
Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents 
CISPES In litigation against the FBI. 

Last month. Oliver Revell. the FBI’s executive as¬ 
sistant director, told the Senate Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee that the FBI’s circulation of a report on CISPES 
by one private, right-wing group, the Young Ameri¬ 
cas Foundation, was an aberration, adding "It 
should not have been circulated as an FBI docu¬ 
ment." 

But Interviews and documents obtained by the 
Globe» which Indicate the FBI has relied on a number 
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of private Intelligence-gather¬ 
ing groups, contradict Revell. 

In 1981, for example, when the 
FBI asked the Justice Department 
to approve Its Investigation of 
CISPES, it submitted a summary 
of a magazine article on left-wing 
Salvadoran terrorism. The maga¬ 
zine was the "Review of the 
News." a John Birch Society pub¬ 
lication. 

The author of the article was 
Rees, an ultraconservative Jour¬ 
nalist who publishes a controver¬ 
sial Intelligence report on left and 
liberal adtlvlsts. 

Rees for 21 years has edited In¬ 
formation Digest, a limited circu¬ 
lation report on the left that goes 
to the FBI. local police and right- 
wing political organizations. Rees' 
material comes from a far-flung 
network that Includes police offi¬ 
cials and Informants, according to 
documents In the Globe's posses¬ 
sion. a government report and In¬ 
terviews with people familiar with 
Rees' operations. 

The FBI declined to comment 
on Its relationship with Rees, say¬ 
ing It cannot discuss confidential 
sources. An FBI official said a 
Globe Freedom of Information re¬ 
quest for Information on the FBI's 
use of Rees' publications would 
yield little data because of an ex¬ 
emption governing "investigative 
techniques." 

According to Interviews and 
documents obtained by the Globe. 
Rees has: 

• Been paid by the FBI for ma¬ 
terial he provided on left and liber¬ 
al critics of administration poli¬ 
cies; 

• Used his privilege as a jour¬ 
nalist of protecting confidential 
sources to conceal the identities of 
people who gave him Information: 

• Maintained close ties to re¬ 
tired MaJ. Gen. John K. SInglaub. 
a key figure In Oliver North's pri¬ 
vate contra support network. 

In an Interview last week. Rees 
defended the right of private indi¬ 
viduals to provide Information on 
criminal and civil activities to 
agencies such as the FBI. "Obvi¬ 
ously. In my judgment, those 
agencies should be allowed to use 
[privately provided] political Infor¬ 
mation. provided It Is accurate to 
the best of their judgment." 

Rees denied he was providing 
the FBI with political Information. 
"I'm providing Information In In¬ 
formation Dlgnl on criminal ac¬ 
tivities. that Is. on [violations] of 
the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act." 

The FBI originally Initiated Its 
CISPES Investigation under that 
act. That Investigation was closed 
and a new "counterterrorism" In¬ 
vestigation opened. 

FBI contracts 

The FBI's receipt of material 
from private sources Is authorized 
by a 1981 executive order permit¬ 
ting agencies to contract with pri¬ 
vate persons and groups to gather 
Information In foreign counterin¬ 
telligence or counterterrorism In¬ 
vestigations. 

That same order permits the 
FBI to conceal those contractual 
arrangemenU. It also authorizes 
the FBI to accept any material, re¬ 
gardless of how or from whom It 
was obtained. 

But critics question the consti¬ 
tutionality of that executive order, 
saying It was designed to allow the 
FBI and other agencies to circum¬ 
vent restrictions on Intelligence 
agencies imposed by Congress In 
the late 1970s. 

"I see no problem In private 
groups or Individuals legally col¬ 
lecting Information on other pri¬ 
vate groups or persons." Rep. Don 
Edwards (D-Callf.) said Friday. 


"But we are concerned with the 
FBI receiving and filing such In¬ 
formation if it does not pertain to 
criminal activities," added Ed¬ 
wards, chairman of the House Ju¬ 
diciary subcommittee that over¬ 
sees the FBI. 

In a letter four months ago. Ed¬ 
wards asked the FBI to justify its 
use of Information from Rees and 
the Young Americas Foundation 
on critics of US policy. 

Eklwards referred specifically 
to material the FBI received In 
1982 from Rees charging that the 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom was controlled 
by the Soviet Union. The FBI 
passed that material to the State 
Department, which then declared 
the group to be a Soviet-front or¬ 
ganization - a characterization it 
later withdrew, according to a re¬ 
cent report by San Francisco 
KRON-TV producer Jonathan 
Dann. 

Edwards asked the FBI how 
Rees' material got Into its files and 
whether the FBI notified the State 
Department that the material was 
an unverified report from a pri¬ 
vate source. 

The FBI has yet to respond to 
Edwards. 

Police Informants 

Rees, who said he has worked 
with police departments In New¬ 
ark. Chicago. New York and 
Washington over the last 20 
years, has assembled a nation¬ 
wide Information-gathering net¬ 
work Involving police officials and 
private informants. 

A 1982 court document pro¬ 
vided to the Globe underscores 
Rees' relationship with the FBI. 
Signed by an assistant US attor¬ 
ney who represented the FBI. the 
document states. "Some federal 
agencies received Information ... 
from John Rees or [his wife] S. 
Louise Rees or both, sometimes In 
the form of Issues of Information 
Digest, and from time to time they 
were compensated by the FBI for 
furnishing Information." 

In 1977. the New York State 
Police was found to have used 
Rees' material to compile and dis¬ 
seminate dossiers on hundreds of 
thousands of political activists. 

A New York State Assembly In¬ 
vestigation that year concluded 
that Rees' "Information Digest 
was the string that held together a 
network of hidden Informants 
whose Information was recorded 
by police departments throughout 
the nation without ... Inrtepen- 
dent checking by the police as to 
the validity" of the material. Rees' 
"raw. unevaluated, frequently de¬ 
rogatory Information was used to 
develop dossiers on thousands of 
patriotic Americans." the report 
added. 

Two-way street 

Moreover, the flow of Informa¬ 
tion between Rees and law en¬ 
forcement agencies went In both 
directions. One person who 
worked with Rees said Rees re¬ 
ceived a stream of material from 
local police departments. The per¬ 
son asked not to be named. 

Rees Is also alleged to have re¬ 
ceived intelligence material from 
the FBI which he subsequently 
published, thus enabling the FBI 
to quote open-source material 
from an Independent authority to 
justify Its activities. 

Rees denied that, saying. "The 
FBI never made any Information 
available to me - absolutely, 
across the board." He added that 
the allegation had been refuted by 
a federal judge In litigation Involv¬ 
ing Rees. 

Frank Varelll. a former con¬ 
tract employee of the FBI Involved 
In coordinating the CISPES Inves¬ 
tigation. said recently that the FBI 
provided him with Rees' Western 
Goals and John Birch material to 
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prepare several entries In an FBI 
terrorist album. 

In 1980. Rees joined Western 
Goals, a private, ultraconserva¬ 
tive foundation founded by the 
late Rep. Larry McDonald (D-Ga.) 
to create a private, computerized 
data base of all subversives within 
the United States. 

McDonald, a former John 
Birch Society member, describing 
the Western Goals project wrote; 
"In the field of Marxists, terrorism 
and subversion. Western Goals 
has the most experienced staff In 
the US" and "has begun the com¬ 
puterization of thousands of docu¬ 
ments relating to the internal se¬ 
curity of our country and protec¬ 
tion ... from Communist-con¬ 
trolled penetration and subver¬ 
sion." 

In 1983. that effort ran afoul 
when a detective In the Intelli¬ 
gence unit of the Los Angeles Po¬ 
lice Department provided 5.000 
police files on West Coast activists 
to Rees for entry Into the Western 
Goals computer. 

An internal police investlga- 
'tlon of the affair, portions of 
which were obtained by the Globe. 
Indicates that Rees funneled Infor¬ 
mation from police sources to oth¬ 
er law enforcement and right- 
wing groups. 

The Los Angeles police report 
cited a memo, written by Rees, 
that noted that "Information Di¬ 
gest could be used to conceal the 
Identity of sources of information 
that was Illegally obtained. This 
was accomplished by first print¬ 
ing the Information In the Infor¬ 


mation Digest and then quoting 
from the Digest In subsequent 
Western Goals publications. Us¬ 
ing this procedure. Western Goals 
was able to assert a First Amend¬ 
ment privilege to [conceal] the 
Identity of Its sources." 

Rees said last year that memo 
merely Indicated his intention "to 
get the material out and not let It 
sit around." 

Links to Oliver North 

The Rees memo cited by the 
Los Angeles police linked Rees to 
the private network that worked 
with North In providing military 
aid to the Nicaraguan contras. 

At the time, the Western Goals 
Advisory Board Included retired 
Maj. Gen. John K. SInglaub. a ma¬ 
jor figure In the private contra-aid 
network, and some of his col¬ 
leagues. 

SInglaub was then head of the 
World Anti-Communist League, a 
network of ultra right-wing 
groups. Including members of the 
Korean CIA and Rev. Sun Myung 
Moon's organization, Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan death squad 
leaders. neo-Nazis and paramili¬ 
tary organizations. Many of those 
groups have worked with SIng¬ 
laub to aid the contras, as well as 
forces In Asia and Africa. 

Some of those same groups are 
suspected by congressional ob¬ 
servers, left-wing political activ¬ 
ists and attorneys - and even sev¬ 
eral conservative activists - of 
conducting surveillance, staging 
disruptions of left and liberal po¬ 
litical groups Inside the United 


States and breaking into their of¬ 
fices. 

The memo In question notes 
that "Rees and members of the 
Western Goals Advisory Board 
would determine the groups, po¬ 
litical or social movements, public 
issues or Individuals to be targeted 
for collection." 

Rees was a confidant of Slng- 
laub's and counseled him fre¬ 
quently on his dealings with the 
media and others, according to 
one person close to Rees. 

Rees denied he trafficked In il¬ 
legally-obtained Information, not¬ 
ing that proscribed material 
would be useless "because I could 
never use It to defend myself In a 
libel suit." 

Rees said that virtually all of 
his material comes from open 
sources. "It's a myth that we have 
masses of dossiers on private lives 
of activists," he said, adding, "you 
get Interesting stuff from open 
sources. In the Los Angeles area, 
for instance, there Is a multiplicity 
of groups who appeal for money." 
If you match the names on var¬ 
ious letterheads, "you can expose 
newsworthy connections." he 
said. 

But a former New York state of¬ 
ficial said not all of Rees' material 
comes from open sources. William 
Haddad, who headed the New 
York state Investigation Into Rees, 
said: "Rees' people went to meet¬ 
ings and took license numbers of 
people attending. Their names 
would then appear In Information 
Digest." 

Chip Berlet of the Cambridge- 
based Political Research Associ¬ 


ates said in an Interview: "While 
there's nothing wrong with people 
like Rees collecting and dissemi¬ 
nating information on political en¬ 
emies. there's something very 
wrong with the FBI using that ma¬ 
terial." 

"Everyone knows there Is a 
group of people doing break-ins 
and surveillance and that Infor¬ 
mation they develop ends up In 
the hands of the FBI. These 
groups see any political dissent as 
communist. For the bureau to use 
them as credible sources, it has to 
Ignore their Ideological fanati¬ 
cism. And that involves the same 
mentality that gave us Noriega 
and Ollle North's Illegal private 
network." added Berlet. who 
plans to publish a report on pri¬ 
vate right-wing networks. 
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